
 

LPS Foundation 
A Helping Hand to the Children of Lawton-Fort Sill 

 

The Lawton Public School Foundation, founded in 1991, is a non-profit 501(C)3 organization with 
assets just over $1.3 million.  The Foundation funds teacher grants and helps the Lawton Public 
Schools meet other instructional needs that they are unable to solely provide. 

  
“All kids need is a little help, a little hope, and  

somebody who believes in them.” – Magic Johnson 
 

Children who attend the Lawton Public Schools are no different from those in other communities.  
When they are provided with what they need, they succeed.  The Lawton Public School Foundation 
works to provide all three essential ingredients recommended by Magic Johnson: help, hope, and 
belief in the children of the Lawton-Fort Sill community. 
 
The LPS Foundation was founded in 1991 during some difficult budget years.  A quarter of a century 

later, the Foundation still strongly believes that the children and teachers of our community must be 
encouraged to dream big and then have the resources necessary to turn their dreams into reality. 
  
From today’s perspective, the budget woes of 1991 were mere scratches compared to the gaping 

wounds that our school district is facing now.  According to news’ accounts, the state of Oklahoma has 
reduced funding to public schools more than any state in the union since 2008. Despite these financial 
challenges, the Foundation is determined that the children of Lawton-Ft. Sill will have access to 

success in a rapidly evolving world. 
 
As a result of a forward-thinking community, the Foundation has developed the key goal of providing 
instructional and enrichment resources to classroom teachers so they can help students become 
knowledgeable in STEM (science, technology, math, and engineering), the arts, and other important 
topics to ensure that our children have the tools they need to thrive in the 21st Century. 
 

The Foundation Needs YOU! 
 

“You have not lived today until you have done something 

for someone who can never repay you.” ― John Bunyan 
 

If you are a member, or supporter, of the Lawton-Fort Sill community and you want our next 

generation to be successful, we hope you agree with the wise words of the English author, John 
Bunyan.  You can act on this by committing to help our community’s next generation of children.   
 
It is imperative that we take a broader view and show concern for the entire community.  Some of the 
world’s greatest leaders, have come from humble beginnings but were successful because they had  
someone in their lives who cared enough about them to ensure they would have opportunities to 
succeed.   

 
It is a well-documented fact that the majority of LPS kids come from families that qualify for 
free/reduced-price meals at school, and Lawton has been described as the most diverse—racially and 

ethnically—of any city in Oklahoma.  The diversity of our community is our strength when we embrace 
it and ensure that there are opportunities for all. 
 
Money contributed to the foundation come from a broad spectrum of people—parents, teachers, and 

adults from all walks of life who understand how important education is to help create a good future 
for the next generation.  Although the Foundation has grown significantly over the past 25 years, it is 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16244.John_Bunyan


still small when compared to the need.   Here is information regarding how you can become a 
contributing member.  
 
Become a Pillar Member 

 
An individual or company can become a Pillar Member.  If you join as a Pillar, your tax-deductible 
contribution stays in our community and directly benefits the 15,000 students in the Lawton Public 
School District.  In addition to the satisfaction of helping children, here are some of the other benefits 
of becoming a Pillar: 
 

 Your name or company name is published on the website and on LPSF printed materials.  

 You receive a Pillar yard sign to display in your yard or place of business. 

 You, or your designee, are eligible to serve on the LPSF board where your input and voting 

rights help drive the LPSF to new levels of success. 

 You are eligible to join and contribute to one or more LPSF committees. 

 You can designate up to 50% of your contribution directly to one of three categories: 

technology, instructional materials/programs, or extra-curricular activities.  The remaining 
50% is applied at the discretion of the LPSF board. 

 Annual recurring contributions for Pillars are as follows: Businesses, $1,000; individuals, $500; 

LPS employees and retirees, $250. 

 

Become a Stepping Stone 

You are likely familiar with the African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.”  If you are part of 
the Lawton-Fort Sill village and want to contribute to our children’s future, but are not able to 

becoming a Pillar, you can become a stepping stone by taking advantage of other opportunities to 
help. Here is a list of fund-raising events that benefit the Lawton Public School Foundation. 

 

 LPSF Breakfast.  The LPS Foundation, with the generous help of Golden Corral in Lawton, 

sponsors this event during the first semester of the school year.  You can be a table sponsor 
(different levels are available), or if you can’t sponsor a table, buy some $10 tickets for you, 
your family, and/or employees. 

 

 Yellow Rose Dinner Theatre. In the spring the LPS Foundation works with the Yellow Rose 

Dinner Theatre of Moore, Oklahoma to bring one of its stellar “Las Vegas/Branson” style shows 
to Lawton.  The 2016 Motown dinner show was enjoyed by more than 500 attendees at Hilton 
Garden Inn in downtown Lawton, and the LPS Foundation was the beneficiary of the proceeds.  
The Foundation plans for this to become an annual event each spring. 

 
 Memorial Contributions.  Upon the death of a loved one, it is customary for families to 

recommend organizations to which memorial contributions can be made.  A great way to 
memorialize the life of a family member is through gifts to the LPS Foundation. 

 

Teacher Grants 
Since its inception, hundreds of creative LPS teachers have been awarded hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in grants to enrich the ability of teachers to reach students more effectively.  The dollars 

provided give teachers tools and resources they need to make academic progress with each student.  
In 2015 and 2016 LPSF awarded more than $185,000 to Lawton teachers.  
 
The Foundation’s Grant Review Committee, which considers and approves teacher requests each year, 
makes recommendations to the Foundation regarding which grants to approve. 

 
Mini-Grants Examples 

The Foundation has awarded grants for many innovative ideas for creative educators.  Some of the 
grants have been: 

 Tower Gardens - Students were able to plant, care for, harvest, and eat their own 
produce. 



 Ignition - a freshman transition/mentoring program 
 Ebooks for our libraries 
 Computers, Ipads, and tablets for the classrooms 
 Software, such as Hear Builder, to enhance speech/language 

 Adaptive physical education equipment for our special needs students 
 Fine Arts - musical instruments, clay supplies, paint supplies, and field trips to 

museums 
 Tutoring Programs 
 Registration for speech, Youth in Government, and Academic Bowls 
 Physical education equipment and curriculum to encourage healthy, fit living 
 STEM resources to robots for all grade levels 

 Updating science labs, new curriculum and resources for new upper level science 
classes and maps for History classes 

 
 

 
Districtwide Grants - During the 2015-2016 school year the Lawton Public School Foundation 

partnered with the McMahon Foundation to put new network switches in Lawton Public Schools.  The 
LPS Foundation and the McMahon Foundation each invested $125,000 to improve the technology 
infrastructure in every school.   
 
Our new director - In July of 2016, the Lawton Public School Foundation hired Lisa Carson as their 
director.  She is a product of Lawton Public Schools and Cameron University. She worked thirty years 
as a teacher, counselor, and principal of Lawton Public Schools.  She is very proud of the community 

she lives in and the quality of education our students are able to receive as a result of combined 
efforts of Lawton Public Schools and the Lawton Public School Foundation.  Her goal is to partner with 

the community and raise money for the students and teachers of Lawton Public Schools.   
 
 

LPSF Mission Statement - “Enhancing the educational experience of Lawton Public School students 

and faculty through technology, programs, materials, and extracurricular activities.” 
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